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Happy Spring!  
With the arrival of warmer weather, construction season is just around the corner. 
Southwest Water Authority (SWA) has several projects lined up to ensure the 
continued delivery of reliable water service. Notable pipeline projects include 
waterline relocations along Highway 85 from Highway 200 to Long X Bridge and 
a relocation near Chateau Road west of Medora. Additionally, SWA continues 
to replace ductile iron pipes that have been compromised by Microbiologically 
Induced Corrosion (MIC). This is an ongoing need to enhance system durability 
and efficiency. 

A significant project to aid in the expected growth in the SWPP’s West Zone is the 
construction of the 500,000-gallon Buffalo Gap Tank, set to break ground late this 
spring. The tank is anticipated to be completed by June 2026, further strengthening 
our storage capacity and operational resilience. 

We’re also excited to begin the expansion of the Southwest Water Treatment Plant, which officially broke ground in 
April. This major project will increase the plant’s capacity from 6 million gallons per day (MGD) to 18 MGD over the 
next three years. Upon completion, SWA can decommission the existing Dickinson Water Treatment Plant. 

This season also marks the final stretch of the 69th Legislative Session. 
Securing funding for the Southwest Pipeline Project has always been 
a priority. SWA recently testified before the Senate Appropriations 
Education and Environment Committee in support of House Bill 1020, 
the Department of Water Resources agency funding bill. During our 
testimony, we highlighted the importance of the Resources Trust Fund, 
which continues to play a crucial role in supporting water development 
projects across North Dakota. SWA has also been active in numerous 
other events focused on educating legislators, such as Southwest 
Night at the Legislature, Coffee with Legislators, several water-focused 
legislative socials and more. Without continued funding, construction of 
the SWPP would not be possible.

Lastly, I want to recognize the importance of safe, clean drinking water 
in our daily lives. The first week of May is Drinking Water Week, a time 
to celebrate water’s critical role in health and hydration. Please join us 
in acknowledging the dedicated operators and staff working tirelessly to 
ensure we have access to clean and reliable water each and every day.

Here’s to a successful construction season and a bright spring ahead!  
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MAKING WAVES

Highway 85 Relocations
SWA continues to coordinate with the ND Department of Transportation (NDDOT) 
on the relocation of the SWPP along US Highway 85 from the junction of 
Highway 200 to the Long X Bridge. This project consists of approximately 4 
miles of 4” or 6” PVC pipe to be relocated and includes 6 existing highway 
crossings. The contractor will be starting construction soon. SWA thanks the 
landowners who have provided easements for this relocation project. 

Quality Water = Quality Fun
On February 22, friends and 
families gathered at the West River 
Community Center in Dickinson 
for a free open swim event made 
possible by SWA. Participants 
enjoyed fun in the water, celebrating 
the community’s support and SWA’s 
commitment to providing high-quality 
reliable water services. 

“This event was a small way for us 
to give back to the community that 
makes our work so meaningful,” 
said SWA Manager/CEO Jen Murray. 
“Seeing families and friends come 
together to enjoy a refreshing 
afternoon was truly rewarding.”   

Department of Water Resources (DWR) 
Announces New Director Reice Haase 

Originally from Williston, ND, Reice has built an 
impressive career with experience in both the private 
and public sectors. After earning his degree from the 
University of Iowa in 2011, he worked as a regulatory 
consultant and environmental scientist in the oil and gas 
industry. His dedication led him to be appointed Senior 
Policy Advisor by Governor Doug Burgum in 2018, where 
he managed key areas like water, agriculture, energy, 
and tribal affairs. In 2022, he was appointed Deputy 

Director of the Industrial Commission, where he oversaw energy research 
projects and advocated for North Dakota’s natural resources. 

The Director of the DWR is appointed by the Governor and serves as a Cabinet 
member. The Director provides overall leadership and decision-making, has 
hiring responsibilities, and oversees the State Engineer and DWR divisions and 
staff. Welcome Reice! 

More Proof of Our Good Taste
In February, SWA was awarded a fourth-place 
finish in the Municipal Water Category at the 
35th Annual Berkeley Springs International 
Water Tasting in West Virginia. Also known as 
the “Academy Awards of Water,” this prestigious 
event showcased the world’s finest waters from 
four continents. 

The competition is renowned for its rigorous 
judging process, with ten judges evaluating waters 
from around the world based on appearance, 
aroma, taste, mouthfeel, and aftertaste. 

“This recognition is a testament to the dedication and hard work of our entire 
team,” said SWA Board of Directors Chairperson James Odermann. “We remain 
committed to delivering exceptional water quality to our customers and are 
honored to be acknowledged on an international stage.” 
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This Drinking Water Week, 
consider taking a moment 
to show gratitude for the 
people who make clean, 
safe water possible every 
day. From the folks in the 
fields to those behind the 
scenes – thank you for 

keeping the water flowing!

MAY 11, 2025
Southwest Water Authority 

celebrates all mothers 
this Mother’s Day. We 

appreciate all that you do.

“To describe my mother would 
be to write about a hurricane 

in its perfect power.”

—Maya Angelou


