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Summer Construction &
Community Impact

Summer always brings a flurry of construction activity, and this season is no
exception. The Southwest Pipeline Project is hard at work relocating waterlines
along Highway 85, preparing to begin construction on the Buffalo Gap Tank, and
will soon award the Strategic Hydraulic Improvement Project south of Dickinson.

We're also finalizing the design for rural water expansion in the Hebron Service Area.
As we take the next steps, we'll begin reaching out to landowners for easements.
These easements are essential to the project’s success, and granting them at

no cost helps move the project forward while supporting neighbors who are still
waiting for reliable access to clean water. Your cooperation makes a lasting impact.

We had a refreshing moment at our July board meeting when New York Giants offensive lineman Jake Kubas stopped

SOuthwest Water Authority's Boa rd of Directo rs by. Jake grew up north of South Heart, powered by Southwest Water. He played for the Trinity Titans and the NDSU

Bison before heading to the NFL, but he hasn't forgotten his roots - or his water.
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Jake's story reminds us that our work truly matters. Yes, it's about pipelines, tanks and treatment plants, but it's also
about helping people thrive. Clean, reliable water doesn't just sustain our bodies; it supports our communities, our
values, and opportunities for future generations.

We're proud to be part of that journey.
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New Operator
Certifications

Chris Douthit
Operator | Certification

Ken Miller
Operator Il Certification

Michael Lemer
Operator Il Certification

Kurt Glines
Operator Il Certification

Mitch Caudle
Water Treatment Plant |
Operator Certification

LABOR DAY

.

SWA offices will be closed
Monday, September 1
to celebrate Labor Day.

Drinking Water Week &
Heart River Clean-Up

This past May, Southwest Water Authority
joined communities nationwide in celebrating
Drinking Water Week May 4-10.

Our team rolled up their sleeves for a trash clean-up event along the Heart River,
demonstrating our commitment to protecting the natural resources that make
clean drinking water possible.

“Drinking Water Week is an opportunity to celebrate the journey of water from
source to tap and to acknowledge the vital work that goes into delivering it," said
Jen Murray, Manager/CEO of Southwest Water Authority. “Our team is committed to
engaging with the community and caring for our environment.”

The celebration came on the heels of major recognition for SWA - a fourth-place
finish in the Municipal Water Category at the Berkeley Springs International Water
Tasting in West Virginia. This global competition featured entries from around the
world, and our recognition highlights our commitment to delivering some of the
best-tasting, highest-quality drinking water anywhere.

IN THE PIPE

Treatment Plant to Triple Capacity

On June 10, 2025, Southwest Water Authority reached a significant milestone
with the groundbreaking of the Southwest Water Treatment Plant Expansion. This
transformative project will triple the facility's capacity from 6 million gallons per
day (MGD) to 18 MGD, positioning SWA to meet both current demands and future
growth across the region.

The expansion represents
more than just increased
capacity - it's a strategic
investment in Southwest
North Dakota's future. As
communities continue to
grow and more rural areas
connect to the system, the
enhanced facility will ensure
reliable water delivery

for decades to come.

THE CURRENT

Welcome to the Board, Ryan Baumgartner!

We're excited to introduce Ryan Baumgartner, Southwest
Water Authority's newest board member.

Ryan grew up on a farm and ranch outside of Braddock
before beginning his oil and gas career in Sidney, Montana.
With degrees from Bismarck State College in Process
Plant Technology and Energy Management, Ryan brings
both technical expertise and practical experience to his
board role.

As a new board member, Ryan sees adequate funding for infrastructure
improvements as a significant challenge over the next five years. What surprised
him most? “I was fairly surprised at how many people are on the waiting list for
service,” he says. “Getting them online would be my priority.”

Ryan's combination of agricultural background, energy industry experience, and
fresh perspective makes him a valuable addition to our board.

WE KNOW HYDRO

Protecting Our Waters — Clean, Drain, Dry

57 CLEAN

North Dakota's pristine lakes and rivers face
an ongoing threat from aquatic nuisance
species (ANS). These invasive plants and
animals can damage ecosystems and
recreational opportunities.

EVERY SURFACE. EVERY TIME.

North Dakota law requires water users to
remove all vegetation from equipment before
leaving any water body and drain all water
from boats, including bilges and livewells. Drain
plugs must remain open during transport to avoid citations.

Though not mandatory, allowing equipment to dry or disinfecting with hot water
kills microscopic organisms that cleaning and draining may miss.

North Dakota's five ANS include zebra mussels in the Red River, silver carp
in the James River, and invasive plants like curly leaf pondweed in the
Missouri River system.
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SWA wishes all students
a happy and healthy
2025-2026 school year!
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OUR VISION

People and Business Succeeding
with Quality Water

OUR MISSION

Quality Water for
Southwest North Dakota

Visit our website to learn about
everything from job postings to the
latest pipeline and water news.
swwater.com
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