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Happy New Year from 
Southwest Water Authority!  
The SWA Board of Directors, management, and staff are committed to balancing 
fiscal responsibility with our mission of quality water for southwest North Dakota. 
With that in mind, I am pleased to announce that water rates will remain stable for 
the third consecutive year. The 2024 rate will carry into 2025, with rate increases 
for the Capital Repayment and Replacement and Extraordinary Maintenance offset 
by reductions in other water rate components. 

The 69th Legislative Session commenced on January 7. Every legislative session 
brings exciting opportunities and challenges for water development projects, 
and this session will be no different. As a state-owned project, funding for the 
Southwest Pipeline Project is included under Capital Assets in HB 1020. With so much left to do, the Southwest 
Pipeline Project is seeking funding and support for several key initiatives. The Governor’s Executive Budget 
recommendation includes $131.7 million for the SWPP proposed construction in the 2025-2027 biennium. Continued 
support and engagement are crucial as we advocate for these essential improvements. 

As we step into 2025, I want to express my gratitude for your continued trust and support. Last year brought 
significant milestones and challenges, and I’m proud of the progress we’ve made together. This year, we remain 
focused on delivering exceptional service and meeting the needs of those we serve. From advancing ongoing projects 
to planning for future growth, our goal is to build on our successes and continue fostering a foundation of reliability 
and sustainability. 

As of the first of the year, we are moving into the final design 
for the first phase of the Hebron Rural Service Area north 
of Lake Tschida. We are also in the final design stage for 
Strategic Hydraulic Improvements in the North New England 
Service Area. To continue to make progress, SWA is seeking 
landowner assistance in granting easements. Rural water 
systems require easements to install, maintain, and access 
infrastructure like pipelines. 

I would also like to congratulate SWA Chairperson James 
Odermann and Morton County SWA Director Bruce 
Engelhardt on achieving two of water’s most prestigious 
awards. Read more inside!

Cheers to a successful and productive 2025 as we continue to make progress and tackle challenges!
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MAKING WAVES

SWTP Expansion Set to Begin
The Southwest Treatment Plant (SWTP) 
expansion was awarded at the State Water 
Commission meeting on December 13. 
The expansion of the SWTP will increase 
its current capacity of six million gallons 
per day to its ultimate capacity of 18 MGD. 

Upgrades like this allow for improved 
efficiency and capacity to meet the 
present and future needs of southwest 
North Dakota. The SWTP expansion will 
allow for the retirement of the 70-year-old, 
12-MGD Dickinson Water Treatment Plant. 
Construction will begin early this year with 
completion expected by the end of 2027. 

Discounts Available for Gratis Easements
The Hebron Rural 
Service Area project 
is in the Final Design 
phase, and the SWPP 
will soon move 
forward with acquiring 
easements. Gratis 
easements for the 
rural project area help 
keep costs down for 
customers and help 
ensure water gets to 
all those who sign up. 

Landowners who provide the SWPP with a gratis easement are eligible to 
receive a discount on fees for any rural water hookup, provided that the 
easement obtained supplies service to other customers.  

Board Members Awarded 
Two SWA board members 
received prestigious awards during 
the 61st Annual Joint North Dakota 
Water Convention & Irrigation 
Workshop in December. Billings 
County Director James Odermann 
was honored with the Missouri 
River Joint Water Board Riverman 
Award, recognizing his lifetime 
dedication to leadership, resource 
management, and the health of the 
Missouri River Corridor.  

Morton County Director Bruce Engelhardt received the Commodore Award 
from the Governor of North Dakota for his outstanding leadership, dedication 
and commitment to the development and management of North Dakota’s 
water resources. Congratulations to both! 

Keep Your Pipes from Freezing
During a cold snap, even indoor pipes can 
freeze and burst. A little prevention can save 
you from expensive repairs later. Start by adding 
insulation to attics, basements and crawl 
spaces, as well as to exposed pipes.
Seal air leaks around vents, utilities, doors
and windows. 

Easy things to do include disconnecting garden 
hoses, closing garage doors, and maintaining 
a consistent indoor temperature of 55°F or 
warmer. Where applicable, use indoor valves to 
shut off and drain lines to outdoor faucets and 
sprinkler systems. Consider leaving cabinet 
doors open to allow air movement and let 
faucets run at a trickle to keep water moving. 

Make A 
Splash Free 
Open Swim 

Saturday, February 22  
1:30-3:30 p.m.

West River
Community Center 

National 
Engineers 

Week 

February 16-22

We recognize and      
thank engineers for all 

they do for us. 

Presidents’ 
Day

February 17

SWA Office Closed
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Visit our website to learn about 
everything from job postings to the 
lastest pipeline and water news.
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Phone: 701-225-0241
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Email: swa@swwater.com

Fax: 701-225-4058

Coffee with 
Legislators

Saturday, February 22
10 a.m.  

Dickinson Public Library  

Sponsored by SWA 


